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“We have a compulsion
to testify and spread
the Gospel”
-Bishop Ray R. Sutton
Presiding Bishop

Let your 
Light 

 so shine
Declare His glory among the nations, 

His marvelous works among all the peoples! 
(1 Chronicles 16:24)



Dear Brothers and Sisters in the REC,

I’m often asked nowadays by church leaders, “Is the Reformed Episcopal 
Church growing?” The answer is, “Yes.” I often add, “And we’ve even 
grown through the pandemic!.” Thanks be to God! 

Since 2017 we’ve added 19 total new church planting works, missions, 
and transfers with at least two efforts in each diocese of the REC. 
Significantly, during the peak of the pandemic, 12 of those 19 additions 
are within the years of 2020-2021. At present there are 10 more potential 
plants/transfers including 2 or 3 possible Hispanic missions being 
assessed in 2022-2023.

In addition, a new Planters Cohort has been established by Fr. Tony 
Melton (Atlanta) and Fr. Michael Vinson (Dallas), leading other planters 
in regular discussion/sharing. We’ve also conducted annual gatherings 
in person and by zoom of all the clergy and laity involved in the new 
developments. Furthermore, following the teachings of Canon Mark 
Eldredge at General Council 2021, Revitalizer Cohorts for existing 
parishes are also being organized. In total, over 20 pastors are engaging 
in this effort. Even more thrilling, some of the new plants have already 
purchased properties and buildings. One of the new plants in its first 
3 years of existence purchased 7 acres of land with a large estate that’s 
being remodeled into their first church home. Most encouraging of all, 
hundreds of new Reformed Episcopalians and their children have been 
brought into this part of the church. Again, thanks be to God!

The evangelistic and missional principles of REC100 are working. 
You know, however, how growth goes. The newer folks who become 
part of us are now telling others. The churches being revitalized are 
influencing others. Not a week goes by that we’re not being contacted 
by people here and there who want to know how to have a REC church 
in their community. To keep up the development of the new works and 
to respond to the new opportunities, we need your continued support. 
Before his passing to be with the Lord, Bishop Grote discovered a time 
proven strategy for raising money toward domestic church planting at 
an Anglican missions conference in Southeast Asia. It’s the concept of 
each adult giving $100 a year for this purpose. We’ve designated a special 
Reformed Episcopal Lenten Offering based on this model. The season is 
now upon us. If all of our adults would give just $100 a person, we’d have 
the resources to further what has begun.

Indeed, we’ve only just begun. We’re still a long way from our goal of 100 
new REC missions and churches. To reach the goal, we need our faithful 
REC family to keep up the support of prayers, laborers, and finances. 
I personally thank all those who have given and helped us launch this 
grand vision. Please keep it up. And if you’ve not participated, please 
help us out by starting with this Lenten Offering. Thank you and may 
the Lord continue to show His favor on the Reformed Episcopal Church.

In Christ,

The Most Rev. Dr. Ray R. Sutton
Presiding Bishop

Almighty Lord, Triune God of 
the harvest, we thank you for the 
Great Commission of your Only 
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. By 
His command to spread the Good 
News, we are led at this time to a 
particular vision of planting 100 
new missions and parishes in the 
Reformed Episcopal Church. We 
ask for your favor, grace, and the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit to 
fulfill the Gospel call that many 
might come to know Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. We humbly 
petition you for the workers of 
the harvest as well as the funding 
required to support them. Mindful 
that without your help we can do 
nothing, we pray for your hand 
of blessing to be upon us for your 
glory; in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior. Amen.
 

REC100
prayer



You can Give through your Local 
Parish During Lent
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Trinity Anglican Church • Connersville, IN
website: trinityconnersville.com

Anglican Church of the Epiphany • La Mirada, CA
website: www.acelamirada.org  

Emmanuel Anglican • Spartanburg, SC
website: emanang.org

Iglesia Holy Communion • Dallas, TX
website: www.holycommuniondallas.org

St. Marks on the Plains • Canyon, TX 

Colorado Springs, CO
Good Shepherd Anglican Fellowship • gsanglican.org
Colorado Springs Oratory • csanglican.com

In this issue...

As we observe this Lenten season, 
we ask all adults to give $100 in order 

to help REC100 reach its goals of 
growing and establishing 100 new 

parishes and missions.

ATTN: REC100
Church of the Holy Communion Cathedral

17405 Muirfield Drive
Dallas, Texas 75287

If you can’t give through your local parish, 
you can donate online or mail a check 

payable to REC100

Join our Planting and
Revitalizing Cohorts

Clergy Cohorts are formed and meet 
via Zoom each month to offer support, 

encouragement, and learning as we plant 
and revitalize parishes in the Reformed 

Episcopal Church. 

REC100 Planting Cohorts 
Led by: Fr. Tony Melton & Fr. Michael Vinson

Email Fr. Tony for more info
tmelton@christthekingatl.com

REC100 Revitalizing Cohorts 
Led by Fr. Jason Patterson, Fr. Brad Sneed,

and Fr. Tony Welty

Email Fr. Jason (Northeast) for more info
st.marksrec@gmail.com

Email Fr. Tony (all others) for more info
tawelty@comcast.net

offering

www.rec100.org/donate



Austin, TX • Canton, GA
Lewisville, TX • Little Rock, AR
Manhattan, KS • McKinney, TX

San Diego, CA • Miami, FL

Iglesia Holy Communion • Dallas, TXREC100 Plants, Missions
and Transfers

REC100 Potential Plants in
Planning/Evaluation

By: Fr. Jesus Quintero

It has been almost a year since we started the new REC100 Spanish Mission at 
CHCC with the blessing of Bishop Ray Sutton. We began on the first Sunday 
of Lent 2021 with an evening prayer with Bible Study service attended by 
14 people, then at the end of Lent we asked the bishop for his authorization 
to celebrate the Eucharist for Easter, that day a baptism was planned. For 
Easter, with the help of Rev. Kasey Gage, the Eucharist was celebrated with 
one baptism. 

It all began on March 2020 when the Most Rev. Dr. Ray R. Sutton received 
me as a Deacon in the REC/ACNA. On July 15, 2020 I began serving at 
the Church Holy Communion Cathedral for the weekly Wednesday noon 
Eucharist service.

On July 10, 2021 I was ordained as a priest and was able to lead the services 
100% in Spanish. In July we started some workshops for couples and 
young people. Also, we started a program to visit families and to do House 
blessings.

On August 18,2021 we began to celebrate Eucharist every Thursday. On 
October 31, we had the official Episcopal visit and Bishop Sutton performed 
20 confirmations and 3 receptions, thanks be to God. 

For Christmas 2021, we had a very 
special event, an acting Nativity 
with the participation of our young 
people. 

During the year 2021 a total of 16 
children were baptized. I am so 
pleased to report that we have an
average attendance of 87
per Sunday.  

Finally, I am especially grateful to REC100, the clergy and the staff of CHCC 
for the support of the Spanish mission.

Holy Cross - Midlothian, VA 
Trinity Anglican - Connersville, IN 

Good Shepherd Anglican - Harrisburg, PA
Emmanuel Anglican - Spartanburg, SC

Christ the King - Marietta, GA
St. Mark the Evangelist - Waxahachie, TX

Iglesia Holy Communion - Dallas, TX
Iglesia Santa Cruz - Dallas, TX

The Oratory of Colorado Springs 
Good Shepherd Anglican Fellowship 

      - Colorado Springs, CO
St. Andrew’s - Glendale, AZ

Covenant Church - Greenville, MI
Christ the King - Grover Beach, CA

Anglican Church of the Epiphany - La Mirada, CA
Christ the King Fellowship - Covington, LA

San Matias - Katy, TX
St. Benedict’s - Rockwall, TX

St. Mark’s on the Plains- Canyon, TX
Klamath Falls, OR (gathering)

Grand Junction, CO (gathering)
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The Texas Panhandle is often called the “buckle of the Bible 
Belt”.  Amarillo/Canyon is the center with around 300 thousand 
people and growing.  There are many Protestant Evangelical 
Churches, like Baptists, Church of Christ, Pentecostal and 
nondenominational independent churches sprinkled with 
Mega churches, Catholic Churches, and liberal mainline 
denominations.  The Gospel as presented is more legalistic.

In that light St. Mark’s Anglican Church has been around for 
more than 25 years.  It was built on friends getting together as 
an Independent Anglican Church in the tradition of the 1928 
Prayer Book.  As the years passed by, the friends began to age 
and eventually the congregation was “golden”.  It had met for all 
that time in a borrowed chapel at the downtown Presbyterian 
Church.

Fr. Tom and Kathy Johnson moved to the area in 2016 for Kathy’s 
job in the wind industry.  It was the first time that Fr. Tom moved 
for her job.  He had spent the last 11 years at a pair of churches he 
planted in Wyoming.

Since 2017, Fr. Tom was asked to serve communion on the 
first Sunday of the month.  To make a long story short, the 
congregation became a member of the ACNA and the church 
began to get visitors and families, even a couple of college 
students. 

In the midst of the COVID lockdown, it was noticed that there 
was a need for community to include those who were having 
problems.  Isolation was creating needs not seen before. 

People could not buy regular items at the grocery stores, like 
toilet paper and cleaning supplies. Families had problems. Those 
with addictions had more time to be lost to them.  Illnesses were 
difficult to minister to.  The building that was borrowed was 
closed, and for church to happen, Sundays were limited to homes 
or eventually to a building with no books, no music, and it was 
all very limited.  The worst part was even more isolation and no 
fellowship.  It would have been easy for the church to fall apart.
At the 2021 Annual meeting, the church decided to set several 
goals.  The liturgy would get some more music with a cantor.  
Fr. Tom would apply to the REC, and the congregation would 
transfer to the Diocese of Mid America (REC) and revitalize.  
Instead of meeting at the borrowed chapel from the Presbyterian 
Church, the congregation would move to a VFW Hall with 
kitchen facilities in Canyon.  Most of that came to fruition in 
2021.

St. Mark’s has now voted to be renamed as St. Mark’s on the 
Plains Anglican Church, and is moving to the VFW for a new 
beginning on Ash Wednesday 2022.  Since St. Mark’s is the 
most hidden pearl with good liturgy and the Gospel, it will be 
embarking on a new ad program featuring a website and social 
media.  This is making the church define itself and ministry as a 
community of praying and caring Anglicans welcoming people 
who have not heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and celebrating in 
a liturgical tradition.

Look for updates and additions to the mission and ministry of 
St. Mark’s on the Plains, and pray for the Gospel and Anglican 
presence in the Texas Panhandle.

St. Mark’s on the Plains in the Texas PanhandleSt. Mark’s on the Plains • Canyon, TX 

By: “A man of many hats” 

Fr. Thomas Johnson

Iglesia Holy Communion • Dallas, TX 4



We send you greetings from Connersville, Indiana. Once known 
as “Little Detroit,” this city of 13,000 has spent the last ten years 
reeling from spiritual crisis, economic hardship, and the resulting 
spiral of despair which drives men and women to seek comfort 
in the weaponized addictive substances murdering our fellow 
countrymen at the rate of two Vietnam Wars a year. Our county 
(Fayette) has the highest drug use in a state ravaged by this quiet 
genocide. Sadly, there is no one in town not affected by the death 
being pumped into the hearts of these lost bearers of God’s image. 
The only hope for saving people battling on this frontline in the 
war against evil is the love and grace of God administered by 
Christian missions with sacrificial love burned into their hearts 
and souls and minds. 

Last year, my family and I made the hardest decision of our lives; 
we decided to leave our parish in Florida to start just this type of 
mission. For years, we had discussed leaving the wealthy county 
in which we worked to do our small part in fighting against the 
deaths of despair ripping through our country. When we heard a 
church had been abandoned in a city with great need, we knew we 
had to step out in faith. So, with much prayer and some trepidation, 
we sold our home and second car to buy the church and parsonage 
ourselves. (My uncle joked it was a little like the plot of We Bought 
a Zoo). 

In January of 2021, we jumped in the minivan with our five-
year-old daughter and three-year-old son to begin a midwestern 
Anglican crusade. We are assisted in the mission by my mother 
(the widow of The Rev. Dr. Louis Tarsitano) and my brother John 
(Trinity’s senior warden) who also came along to do their part. 

The first step was restoring the church abandoned by the Episcopal 
Church four years prior. Before that sad day, a congregation had 
been worshipping there since 1853. Our mission was to restore 
the church to its former glory, and after four months of intense 
cleaning, bat wrangling, and more cleaning, we were able to begin 
services again. The only thing which had been taken from the 
church when she closed was the original altar and baptismal font, 
but after moving a lovely side altar and replacing the font, we were 
ready for our first open house. 

During this process we met with the town’s historical 
representatives and the local newspapers. We learned much 
during this time, and the town was excited to see someone moving 
in and taking care of a cherished local building. The sanctuary 
itself is a beautiful example of neo-gothic architecture designed by 
the great Frank Wills—most famous for the Anglican cathedral in 
Montreal. The original woodwork and stained glass is in perfect 
condition. During our research we learned the stained glass came 
down by train from Chicago through funds raised by the church—
one woman even sold the family cow to help pay for them. It is a 
beautiful church, and we are very blessed to worship here.

My family and I live in the parsonage right next door. The ground 
floor is where we hold our coffee hours and Wednesday night 
Bible studies and suppers. Hospitality is commanded by St. Paul 
in Romans 12, and we see our open door policy as a key way to 
combat the alienation which leads to despair in drug saturated 
communities. A part of this hospitality ministry has been to 
welcome single men who have no place to get a home cooked meal. 
Often times, these men have made mistakes in their past, and our 

Trinity Anglican Church • Connersville, IN 

By:: Fr. Richard Tarsitano
also pictured:

 his wife; Meghan and two 
children: Madeline & Hugh
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world is pretty unforgiving for men when they make mistakes. It’s a little 
thing, but soup and bread and conversation around a family table helps 
them to be open to hearing God’s Word, and in that path lies salvation.

We have been blessed in so many ways since we began this mission, not 
the least in the wonderful, young organist who plays for us every Sunday. 
The church features a lovely Wick’s pipe organ (still made in Highlands, 
IL), and by the grace of God it works and sounds amazing. We had no 
idea who we could get to utilize its potential until Pedro Medeiros stepped 
into our lives. He is a doctoral student in piano performance at Ball State 
University who drives an hour each week to make a joyful noise for the 
Lord. The crowning achievement this year was his flawless work for our 
first service of nine lessons and carols—truly a joy.

At the heart of our mission is keeping the church open as much as possible 
to serve as a space for prayer and community. We offer the daily office 
of morning and evening prayer Monday through Friday along with two 
services on Sunday. Given our location in the heart of the downtown, we 
get a steady stream of people who walk in our doors, and we do our best to 
bring them to Christ’s seat of mercy and forgiveness. It is always beautiful 
to see them connect, even if for just a moment, with the God who made 
them and loves them. 

Given the strange nature of our current drug epidemic, violent crime is 
very low, for the drugs are so plentiful and effective there is no need to 
fight for corners. Men and women simply buy death to feel something 
other than despair, and so we must bring them the Gospel instead; we 
must counter this evil while raising our families in the cruciform shaped 
life. We ask for your prayers, and we also welcome anyone else who 
would like to move to Connersville to join us. Real estate is quite cheap 
and being only an hour away from Indianapolis and Cincinnati provides 
opportunities within the new world of tele-work. We have plans for a 
school and are open to the creative ideas of anyone who wants to make 
a stand for Christ. Our unshaking loyalty is to the Anglican Way as the 
best way to be a Christian, and we firmly believe that to be a Christian 
is the only way to truly live. We are so very happy to be a mission in the 
Reformed Episcopal Church, and we look forward to the work our Lord 
has planned.

To learn more about Trinity Anglican Church, visit our website: 
(TrinityConnersville.com). Also, daily broadcasts of Morning and 
Evening Prayer can be seen on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/trinityconnersville or YouTube page: search Trinity Connersville. 
We also have a podcast: search for The 1662 Daily Office Podcast.
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Dear brothers and sisters of the REC, 
My name is Fr. Jesse Barkalow and my wife Christine and I live in 
Colorado Springs, CO with our two children, Verona (four) and 
Amos (two). We love the opportunities that Colorado provides 
us to engage in the beauty of God’s creation, and we are currently 
learning how to introduce and train our kids to enjoy God’s creation 
with us. We also love practicing the hospitality of the home through 
creating beautiful and welcoming spaces, sharing good food, and 
engaging in conversation about God’s truth. I have always called 
Colorado Springs my home and I discerned a call from God to 
serve His Church in Colorado Springs while in Seminary. After 
graduating with my MDiv., I returned home to Colorado Springs 
with my family to pursue ordination and ministry in the Anglican 
Church. 

About a year and half after returning to Colorado Springs, Christine 
and I were introduced to the Reformed Episcopal Church by the 
Good Shepherd Anglican Fellowship, an extension work of the 
REC in Colorado Springs that is committed to establishing a parish 
that “fully embodies the mission expressed by the Bishops of the 
REC.” Through the Good Shepherd Anglican Fellowship, we were 
given the opportunity to visit several thriving Reformed Episcopal 
churches, including The Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Tyler, 
Chapel of the Holy Cross in Dallas, as well as the Cathedral. We 
were also able to attend the 2021 Reformed Episcopal synod. 

During our trip we met many Reformed Episcopal clergymen and 
their families and quickly discerned that we had found our new 
home. I was transferred into the REC in December of 2021, and 
I am now serving as a priest and the REC Missioner for a church 
plant in Colorado Springs. I am also serving in a curacy at Christ 
the King Anglican Church in Marietta, GA, under the guidance of 
their vicar and church planter, Fr. Tony Melton. I am grateful for 

the opportunity Christ the King has provided me and my family as 
we learn the life of an REC church plant and continue the work of 
planting a church in Colorado Springs. 

In early December of 2021, before moving to Georgia for my curacy, 
we hosted an interest meeting in Colorado Springs for the new 
church plant there. Within a week of the interest meeting, we had 
grown to a group of more than sixty people that wanted to be part 
of a Reformed Episcopal church plant. We started meeting as a 
church planting team in December, and I am currently flying back 
to Colorado from Georgia every first and third Sunday of the month 
to lead our church planting meetings. We have decided to call this 
gathering “The Oratory” (which could be defined as a praying 
family), because we believe that we are a missional family whose 
focus right now is to come together in the practice of prayer. During 
the Oratory gatherings we share a meal, pray Evening Prayer, and 
engage in a time of teaching and discussion related to the Anglican 
Way and the REC mission in Colorado Springs.  

We also meet on the second and fourth Sundays of the month 
in smaller, geographic gathering we call Fellowships. The Good 
Shepherd Anglican Fellowship meets on the north side of Colorado 
Springs in the morning for Morning Prayer and catechesis, as well 
as in the evening for a potluck, an Evensong service, and hymn sing. 
The Westside Fellowship also engages in koinonia (fellowship) over 
a shared meal, an Evening Prayer service, and a time of intentional 
conversation. 

I am grateful for all the good things the Holy Spirit is doing right 
now in Colorado Springs, and especially the wonderful people He is 
bringing together in the Reformed Episcopal Church, as we seek to 
follow our Lord’s commission:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

Colorado Springs, CO 

By:
Fr. Jesse Barkalow

Fr. Barkalow’s wife Christine

Good Shepherd Anglican Fellowship • gsanglican.org
Colorado Springs Oratory • csanglican.com
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On the First Sunday of Advent 2012, Anglican Church of the 
Epiphany was launched in La Mirada, CA under the leadership 
of Bishop Bill Thompson (first bishop of the Diocese of Western 
Anglicans) and Rector, Fr. Greg Peters, local parishioners from 
two separate Anglican churches came together to plant a parish 
church in their community. Nine years later, we are still holding 
our 5:00 pm Sunday Eucharist in the sanctuary that we rent 
from Redeemer Church, La Mirada. After parish prayer and 
discernment, we sensed God’s leading us as Anglican Church 
of the Epiphany to transfer to the REC Diocese of Mid America 
under Bishops Ray Sutton and Walter Banek. This transfer was 
finalized in August 2021. We were blessed to have our first 
visitation from Bp. Sutton on December 5, 2021 where nine 
members of our parish were confirmed.

Because we are located minutes away from the campus of Biola 
University, we have the unique opportunity to minister to Biola 
students who attend our church. Many who come to us have 
never experienced an Anglican service before and as they grow to 
love the liturgy and Anglican theology we have had the blessing 
of seeing many students confirmed over the years. Some stay in 
the area and several have gone on to pursue Holy Orders. As a 
professor in the Torrey Honors College at Biola, Fr. Greg has the 
opportunity to meet with students on campus who sign up for 
office hours to ask questions about Anglican faith and practice. 
Being close to the campus has also drawn Biola faculty members 
to our church, where they can share their rich scriptural insights 
with our parish family. We, as a parish, experience the ebb 
and flow of a college year. We experience the joy of seeing new 
students join us in the fall, the quiet summer season as they 

return to their homes and then the joy of seeing some return 
as they start their next academic year. We also have the unique 
opportunity of praying off the students who have finished their 
schooling and are moving away to pursue careers or further their 
education elsewhere.

Besides ministry to students, our parish has been committed to 
maintaining rich liturgical  and choral worship. Our liturgists 
have led us not only in our beautiful service music but have led 
our choir in weekly anthems that are rich in the choral tradition. 
Our biggest outreach to our community has been our choir’s 
annual service of Advent Lessons and Carols, followed by a 
dessert reception. This is an opportunity for us to invite not only 
our friends and neighbors but to hang posters in local businesses 
to bring the community into our parish. This is the highlight of 
the year as we celebrate the season of Advent through scripture 
lessons, congregational hymns and beautiful choral pieces sung 
by our choir. In addition to the outreach of Lessons and Carols,
our parish has participated in our city’s volunteer cleanup day 
where we have had opportunity to connect with those from 
other churches and community groups in our city.
 
We have many opportunities at our parish for fellowship 
including the years of (pre-Covid) weekly potlucks or picnic 
dinners after the service, to our most recent hors d’oeuvres and 
s’more making around a fire to celebrate Epiphany. This year 
we made a Christmas pudding as a parish on “Stir Up Sunday” 
which we enjoyed together on Christmas morning. Eucharists 
to commemorate red letter days as well as book and poetry 
reading and discussion groups have been ongoing ways for us to 
worship and study during the week. Our youth group meetings 
have drawn in many children from outside the parish and our 
volunteers joyfully serve in our children’s chapel and nursery on 
Sundays. 

God has blessed Anglican Church of the Epiphany as we seek 
to “go out into the world to do the work He has given us to do.” 
We are excited to see how God will lead us as a newly received 
parish in the Reformed Episcopal Church, ministering in our 
community.

Anglican Church of the Epiphany • La Mirada, CA 

By: Fr. Greg Peters 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
I write to you again as one surprised over and over by God’s grace, 
plan, and provision. Emmanuel was an idea on a whiteboard, 
and now we’re a congregation of people reorienting our lives to 
and through Jesus Christ as we begin again. Beginning again 
means no longer being a child in the faith, but asking questions, 
searching and emptying our hearts of placeholders, and seeking 
to abide within the Father and have His Spirit live within us. 

It’s a painful and wonderful process, speaking personally. (Never 
let anyone tell you that God doesn’t work on the church planter as 
much as the church.) The process involves a constant staring in 
the mirror and a continuous conversation with God that sounds 
a little like “You say you trust me, but will you in this moment?” 
The response is always childlike, “...but I don’t wanna!” 

To a generation resistant to the faith, the posture of authenticity, 
an admittance of not being all knowing and all wise, a humility 
before the Father, and a genuine desire to share the unexplainable 
mercies of God, has been winsome. It has a reorienting effect. As 
such, Emmanuel strives week by week to be a place where we 
lament what is, learn about what should be, and live it within 
our spheres of influence. My desire is truly to share that God is 
in fact with us. 

At the beginning of last year, we met bi-weekly on Zoom focusing 
on topical studies. We moved to weekly in person meetings 

last summer, beginning with the Alpha Series, a 12 week long 
discipleship program, allowing us to ask questions like “Who is 
Jesus?” “Why did Jesus die?” “How do I pray?” etc. This provided 
a wonderful foundation for us to establish a common language. 
We will continue offering Alpha yearly as a part of discipleship 
within the church.  

Next we began adding monthly worship services to our mid-
week gatherings where we started searching for our voice as a 
congregation and the particular expression of the historic faith 
that would be true to us. This is still a work in progress, but we 
are gaining familiarity with the liturgy and the rhythms the 
liturgical calendar provides. ( I must say that most of us do not 
come from an Anglican background, so revisiting the “why” 
behind the “what” has been refreshing as a cradle Reformed 
Episcopalian.) 

During this time of meeting, we were blessed to meet at Joy 
Lutheran Church in Moore, SC, where a congregation that was a 
church plant 20 years ago, opened their arms and gifted us their 
wonderful facilities every Thursday. To say we were blessed is an 
understatement. 

Although we had a weekly meeting space, we knew we needed a 
Sunday morning meeting space. As an answer to prayer, across 
town, we were able to secure Sunday morning space, weekday 
space, and an office,  with another Lutheran congregation, Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church. We now have Sunday morning 
worship, having our first service last week! (Jan 30th!) The Lord 
is so faithful. (My grandmother said she was happy for us, so as 
much as your heart smiles for Emmanuel, I’ve already received all 
that I could ask for in her congratulations as a second generation 
Reformed Episcopalian *smiles ear to ear* ) 

Emmanuel Anglican • Spartanburg, SC

By:: The Rev. Cn. Cameron Robinson
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As we look forward to the future, we 
count our blessings, and we get to work. 
We’ve hired two staffers in Dana Adams 
as our Administrative Assistant, and Gail 
Smith as our Children’s Director. They 
are both invaluable and bring a plethora 
of experience and guidance as we peel 
back the layers to the plan God has for 
Emmanuel. 

As we grow, we look to hire an intern, 
curate, or postulant to focus on a 
particular area of ministry, be it youth and 
families, or congregational discipleship, 
creating the processes that offer people the 
opportunities to deepen their faith. 

We seek to Establish the “We See You” fund, 
supporting mothers or fathers without the 
additional income to afford mental health 
services, and we look to be involved in local 
educational initiatives as well. 

We will refine our “Front porch ministries” 
to improve Hip Hop and Theology, Alpha, 
and meaningful collaboration with locals 
orgs, and as we have just as many children 
as adults, we look to invest in their 
learning, capitalizing on the opportunities 
that communicate to parents “My child is 
safe here. My child will meet God here.” 
We look to host our first confirmation class 
this year, to apply for mission status as we 
grow, and to continue building a foundation 
that does not falter.  We state just as Paul 
said “I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only 
God who gives the growth.” (1 Cor 3:6-7) 

God has blown our minds with his 
provision. Emmanuel doesn’t have to exist 
but he clearly has work for her to do, so we 
stand by you in prayer and action, being 
faithful to God’s call to plant this church, 
for his children, here in Spartanburg.

As always, your support in prayer, in 
giving, and through connection is always 
requested. You can do all of the above 
through our website: www.emanang.org .

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May 
the Lord make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you. May the Lord turn his 
face toward you and give you peace. Amen.
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Reformed
Episcopal

Values

Traditional Anglicanism
• Ancient & Historic Model of the Church as expressed 
  through the Formularies of the English Reformation regarding Faith & Order
• Doctrinal Standards of the Reformed Episcopal Church:
 - The Holy Scripture as God’s inerrant, infallible & unchangeable Word
 - Book of Common Prayer (REC2003)  
 - 39 Articles of Religion
 - Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral 
 - Declaration of Principles
 - Jerusalem Declaration

Reverent & liturgical worship with 
comprehensive churchmanship
•  Historic Book of Common Prayer in Elizabethan or Contemporary Language   
    as approved by the Reformed Episcopal Church
•  Sacramental Worship with Biblical Preaching
•  Customs reflective of varying cultures (African American, Anglo, Latin, etc)
•  Comprehensive Churchmanship (low, high, etc)
•  Music expressing the beauty and character of God, and the hymnody of the 
    historic church  – most especially as contained in the 1940 Hymnal and 
    REC Book of Common Praise 2017

A Biblical world & life view
•  Testing all things by Scripture
•  Biblical & Traditional views on:
 - Marriage & Family 
 - Gender & Sexuality 
 - Sanctity of Human Life 
 - Morality based on the 10 Commandments and teachings of Jesus

Being an always missional community
•  Seeking to provide ways for unbelievers to ‘belong’ before they ‘believe’
•  Willing to care for the least, the last, the lost, and the lonely
•  Committed to the support of both domestic and foreign mission 
•  Raising up and equipping Missionaries and Church planters

Discipleship & personal commitments of all members
•  Ministry that equips laity to be active in all aspects of the work of the Church
•  Ministry that develops future leadership both lay & clergy 
•  Establishing Christian schools and Christian education at all levels
•  Providing Biblical and faithful seminaries
•  Encourages the Tithe (10%) as the normative model of giving

17405 Muirfield Dr.
Dallas, TX 75287

800-732-3433

www.REC100.org
rec100@rechurch.org


